IX

LOCARNO

" IF there is any prospect of a conference between the
States who are interested in the Rhine with a view to a
mutual guarantee that the present boundaries shall be
maintained for a definite period, Germany would at
any time be prepared to enter upon such a covenant, to
avert the risk of further conflict, and especially of
further exhaustion of the national strength/' Such
had been Stresemann's words upon the occasion of his
great speech at Stuttgart while he was Chancellor,

This first ballon d'essai produced no result; the
Chancellor's offer was completely ignored. And yet
the unresolved question of security lay like a heavy
cloud over Europe.

At an extremely critical moment in German domestic
politics when a Government had fallen and prospects
seemed hopeless, the question was taken up by the
opposite side, A juncture at which Germany, dis-
tracted by troubles at home, counted for even less than
usual as a factor in foreign politics, seemed to Sir
Austen Chamberlain especially favourable for sug-
gesting to Paris a pact of the Western Powers, a pact
between England, France and Belgium, directed against
Germany* When Chamberlain took over the Foreign
Ministry, he found a most unpleasant legacy in the
shape of the Geneva Protocol1 It was essential to get
rid of this as soon as possible, and this could only be
done by putting something in its place.

1 Of 1924: relating to Arbitration, Security and Disarmament.
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